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JOCELYN HARRISON OLCOTT  

 

Department of History         tel:  919-668-5298 

Duke University        fax:  919- 681-7670 

Box 90719            email:  olcott@duke.edu 

Durham, NC 27708-0719      

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Duke University, Professor of History; International Comparative Studies; and Gender, Sexuality 

& Feminist Studies; July 2018 

Previous appointments at Duke: 

Margaret Taylor Smith Director of Gender, Sexuality & Feminist Studies, July 2019—June 

2022. 

Associate Professor of History; International and Comparative Studies; and Gender, Sexuality 

& Feminist Studies; August 2008—June 2018. 

Assistant Professor, Department of History, September 2002 —June 2008. 

Andrew W. Mellon Assistant Professor of History, 2006-2007. 

California State University, Fullerton, Assistant Professor of History, August 2000-July 2002. 

 

EDUCATION 

2000 Doctor of Philosophy, History, Yale University 

Dissertation:  “Las Hijas de La Malinche:  Women’s Organizing and State Formation in 

Postrevolutionary Mexico, 1934-1940” 

Dissertation Committee: Gilbert M. Joseph, Emilia Viotti da Costa, Nancy F. Cott 

1996 Master of Philosophy, History, Yale University 

1992 Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude, History and Latin American Studies, Princeton 

University 

 

BOOKS (REFEREED) 

International Women’s Year:  The Greatest Consciousness-Raising Event in History.  (New York:  

Oxford University Press, 2017). 

Co-winner:  2020 Ida Blom-Karen Offen Prize in Transnational Women’s and Gender 

History, awarded by the International Federation for Research in Women’s History. 

Honorable Mention:  2018 Bryce Wood Book Award, awarded by the Latin American Studies 

Association to an outstanding book in humanities and social sciences published in English. 

Revolutionary Women in Postrevolutionary Mexico (Durham:  Duke University Press, 2005). 

 

EDITED VOLUMES (REFEREED) 

The Academic’s Handbook, 4th ed., co-edited with Lori Flores.  Duke University Press, 2020. 

Sex in Revolution: Gender, Politics, and Power in Modern Mexico.  Jocelyn Olcott, Mary Kay 

Vaughan, and Gabriela Cano, eds.  (Duke University Press, 2006).   

Published in Spanish as Género, poder y politico en el México posrevolucionario (Mexico 

City:  Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2009). 

 

SCHOLARLY ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS (REFEREED) 

“Solidarity Struggles:  Transnational Feminisms and Cold War Lefts in the Global South,” in  The 

Left and the International Arena, edited by Michele Di Donato and Mathieu Fulla.  London:  
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Bloomsbury (forthcoming). 

“Surfeando la Nueva Ola:  International Women’s Year and the Geopolitics of 1970s Mexican 

Feminism,” Korpus 21 (Mexico City), February 2022:  201-218.  

“Full-rights Feminists and a History of the Care Crisis,” Roundtable on Dorothy Sue Cobble, For 

the Many: American Feminists and the Global Fight for Democratic Equality. Princeton: 

Princeton University Press. International Review of Social History (2022):  1-5. 

“Traveling through Earthquake Country:  On Feminist Borderlands.”  In Border Crossings:  

Gender, Sexuality, and Rights, edited by Celeste Bustamante and Jadwiga Pieper-Mooney.  

Tucson:  University of Arizona Press, submitted. 

“Public in a Domestic Sense:  Sex Work, Nation-Building, and Class Identification in Modern 

Europe,” Comment for AHR Forum, American Historical Review 123, no. 1 (Feb. 2018):  

124-31. 

“‘A Plague of Salaried Marxists’:  Sexuality and Subsistence in the Revolutionary Imaginary of 

Concha Michel,” Journal of Contemporary History 52, no. 4 (2017):  980-98. 

“Transnational Feminism:  Event, Temporality, and Performance at the 1975 International 

Women’s Year Conference.”  In Cultures in Motion, edited by Daniel T Rodgers, Bhavani 

Raman and Helmut Reimitz. Princeton: Princeton University Press (2013), 241-66. 

“A Happier Marriage?:  Feminist History Takes the Transnational Turn.”  In Making Women's 

Histories: Beyond National Perspectives, Pamela Nadell and Katherine Haulman, eds.  New 

York:  New York University Press (2013), 237-258. 

“Empires of Information:  Media Strategies for 1975 International Women’s Year.” Journal of 

Women’s History 24, no. 4 (2012), 24-48. 

“Introduction:  Research and Rethinking the Labors of Love.” For a special issue I edited for 

Hispanic American Historical Review 91:1 (February 2011), 1-27. 

“The Battle within the Home:  Development Strategies and the Commodification of Caring 

Labors at the 1975 International Women’s Year Conference.” In Workers Across the 

Americas:  The Transnational Turn in Labor History, Leon Fink, ed.  New York:  Oxford 

University Press (2011), 194-214. 

“Mueras y matanza:  Spectacles of Terror and Violence in Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  In A 

Century of Revolution: Insurgent and Counterinsurgent Violence during Latin America’s Long 

Cold War, Greg Grandin and Gilbert M. Joseph, eds.  Durham:  Duke University Press 

(2010), 62-87. 

“Cold War Conflicts and Cheap Cabaret:  Performing Politics at the 1975 United Nations 

International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City.” Gender and History 22:3 

(November 2010), 733-754. 

“The Politics of Opportunity:  Mexican Populism under Lázaro Cárdenas and Luis Echeverría.”  

In Gender and Populism in Latin America:  Passionate Politics.  Karen Kampwirth, ed.  

University Park:  Pennsylvania State University Press, 2010. 

“Globalizing Sisterhood:  International Women’s Year and the Limits of Identity Politics.”  In 

Shock of the Global: The 1970s in Perspective, in Niall Ferguson, Charles Maier, Erez 

Manela, and Daniel Sargent, eds.  Cambridge:  Harvard University Press, 2010. 

“‘Take Off That Streetwalker’s Dress’:  Concha Michel and the Cultural Politics of Gender in 

Postrevolutionary Mexico.” Journal of Women’s History 21:3 (Fall 2009), 36-59. 

“The Center Cannot Hold:  Women on Mexico’s Popular Front.”  In Sex in Revolution: Gender, 

Politics, and Power in Modern Mexico.  Jocelyn Olcott, Mary Kay Vaughan, and Gabriela 

Cano, eds.  (Duke University Press, 2006). 

“Miracle Workers:  Gender and State Mediation among Textile and Garment Workers in 
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Mexico’s Transition to Industrial Development,” International Labor and Working-Class 

History 63 (October 2002), 45-62. 

“‘Worthy Wives and Mothers’:  State-Sponsored Women’s Organizing in Postrevolutionary 

Mexico,” The Journal of Women’s History 13:4 (Winter 2002), 106-131. 

 

SCHOLARLY ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS (NOT REFEREED) 

“The Gender of Modernization and the Modernization of Gender:  Latin American and the 

Caribbean since 1914,” in Companion to Global Gender History. Wiley Blackwell, 2020. 

Prologue to Mujeres, historias y sociedades:  Latinamérica siglos XVI al XXI.  Moroni Spencer 

Hernández de Olarte and Natalia Montes Marín, eds.  Toluca:  Fondo Editorial Estado de 

México, 2016. 

Entries for Edward Blum, ed., Dictionary of American History, Supplement: America in the 

World, 1776 to the Present on “Feminism, Women’s Rights” and “International Women’s 

Year, 1975.”  Farmington, Mich.:  Charles Scribner’s Sons and Gale Cengage Learning, 2016. 

“Left Unfinished at the Time of Creation:  Legacies and Unfinished Business of the 1975 

International Women’s Year Conference.”  In Women and Girls Rising:  Progress and 

Resistance in Global Movements, Ellen Chesler and Theresa McGovern, eds.  New York:  

Routledge, 2015. 

 

REVIEW ESSAY (NOT REFEREED) 

“Exploring Identity in Latin American History,” (review essay) Latin American Perspectives 30:4 

(July 2003), 107-119. 

 

BOOK REVIEWS (NOT REFEREED) 

Lucy Delap, Feminisms:  A Global History reviewed for American Historical Review 

(forthcoming). 

“The Geopolitics of Women’s Issues:  The “Private Sphere” Goes Global.”  Review of Kristen 

Ghodsee, Second World Second Sex:  Socialist Women’s Activism and Global Solidarity 

during the Cold War (Duke University Press, 2019) for Diplomatic History 45, no. 4 

(September 2021): 829-32. 

Peter Guardino, The Dead March:  A History of the Mexican-American War reviewed for 

American Historical Review 123, no. 5:  1622-24 (December 2018). 

Lisa Baldez, Defying Convention: U.S. Resistance to the UN Treaty on Women’s Rights reviewed 

for Journal of American Studies 54, no. 1 (November 2017). 

Megan Threlkeld, Pan American Women: U.S. Internationalists and Revolutionary Mexico, 

reviewed for Diplomatic History 41, no. 3:  659-662 (March 2017).  

Heidi Tinsman, Buying into the Regime:  Grapes and Consumption in Cold War Chile and the 

United States, reviewed for Women’s Studies 45: 415-18 (2016). 

Rosana Blanco Cano, Cuerpos disidentes del México imaginado:  Cultura, género, etnia y nación 

más allá del proyecto posrevolucionario, reviewed for Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América 
Latina y el Caribe 24:1 (January-June 2013), 175-177. 

Sonya Lipsett-Rivera, Gender and the Negotiation of Daily Life in Mexico, 1750-1856, reviewed 

for American Historical Review 118 (June 2013), 903-904. 

“Empire in Exile:  Transnationalizing the Cultural Production of Resistance.”  Review of Rebecca 

M. Schreiber, Cold War Exiles in Mexico:  U.S. Dissidents and the Culture of Critical 
Resistance for Diplomatic History 35:1 (January 2011), 129-132. 

Stephanie Smith. Gender and the Mexican Revolution:  Yucatán Women and the Realities of 
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Patriarchy, reviewed for The Americas 66:3 (January 2010), 401-402. 

Isabel Morant, ed. Historia de las mujeres en España y América Latina (four volumes).  Reviewed 

in Gender and History 21:1 (April 2009), 220-22. 

Joanne Hershfield. Imagining la Chica Moderna: Women, Nation, and Visual Culture in Mexico, 

1917–1936. Reviewed in the American Historical Review 114:2 (April 2009), 463–464. 

Stephanie Mitchell and Patience A. Schell, eds. The Women’s Revolution in Mexico, 1910-1953, 

reviewed for the Hispanic American Historical Review 89:1 (Feb. 2009), 169-70. 

Marie Eileen Francois, A Culture of Everyday Credit:  Housekeeping, Pawnbroking, and 

Governance in Mexico City, 1750-1920 reviewed for Journal of Latin American Studies (2008) 

40:149-51. 

Maria Grever and Berteke Waaldijk, Transforming the Public Sphere:  The Dutch National 

Exhibition of Women’s Labor in 1898, reviewed for Labor History 47:1 (Feb. 2006), 138-140. 

Susie S. Porter, Working Women in Mexico City:  Public Discourses and Material Conditions, 

1879-1931, reviewed for Journal of Latin American Studies 38:2 (May 2006), 451-453. 

The Passion of María Elena.  Directed by Mercedes Moncada Rodríguez.  Brooklyn NY:  First 

Run / Icarus Films, 2003.  Reviewed for The Americas 62:1 (July 2005), 147-49. 

Ricardo D. Salvatore, Carlos Aguirre, and Gilbert M. Joseph, eds., Crime and Punishment in 

Latin America:  Law and Society since Late Colonial Times, reviewed for Estudios 

Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y el Caribe 14:2 (July-December 2003). 

Katherine Elaine Bliss, Prostitution, Public Health, and Gender Politics in Revolutionary Mexico 

City, reviewed for Social History 28:2 (May 2003), 288-90. 

Daniel Balderston and Donna Guy, eds., Sex and Sexuality in Latin America, reviewed for 

Hispanic American Historical Review, 78:2 (May 1998), 325-6. 

 

WORKS IN PROGRESS 

“The Revolution’s Revolutionary:  Concha Michel and the Mexican Politics of Motherhood.”  

Under contract with Duke University Press. 

“Decolonizing Development: The Global South Foundations of Feminist Economics.” 

 

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND HONORS 

External  

Institut d’Études Avancées, Nantes (France), fellow, 2017-18. 

National Humanities Center, Frank H. Kenan fellow, 2013-14. 

Shelby Cullom Davis Center for Historical Studies, Princeton University, fellow, 2009-10.   

Center for the U.S. and the Cold War, New York University, 2007-08 (leave 

History News Network, Top Young Historian, April 2007. 

Grierson-Bain Travel Grant, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College, March 2006 

Donald D. Harrington Faculty Fellowship, University of Texas, Austin, September 2001— May 

2002 

Fulbright-García Robles Grant, Fulbright-IIE, January—October 1998.  

International Pre-Dissertation Fellowship, Social Science Research Council, September 1995—

August 1996.  

 

Internal 

Humanities Unbounded, Mellon-funded project to support lab centered on revaluing care.  2020-

22. 

Competitive grants for April 2018 international workshop to launch new research project, “The 

http://www.journals.uchicago.edu/loi/ahr
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Value of Love:  Global Perspectives on the Economy of Care”: 

Bass Connections Open, Trent Foundation, Duke Africa Initiative, Duke India Initiative) 

Bacca Fellow, Language Arts and Media Program (LAMP), Duke University.  To redevelop 

course materials around public-facing writing assignments. 

Humanities Writ Large, May-June 2016.  To support the Duke History Revisited project 

mentoring a group of eight students working in the University Archives to both utilize and 

diversify archival holdings. 

Franklin Humanities Institute, manuscript completion workshop grant.  To support bringing 

external readers and editor to workshop book manuscript. 

Duke University, Trent Foundation grant. 

May 2014 to support Latin American Labor History Conference on Latino migration to the 

US. 

January 2008 to support seminar series “Freedom Fighters:  Regime Change and US Foreign 

Policy.” 

Trinity Research Enhancement Grant, July 2011-June 2013.  To support undergraduate thesis 

research program. 

Mellon, Humanities Writ Large Emerging Networks Grant, January-December 2012.  PI on grant 

to organize series of workshops to design introductory courses for new thematic concentrations 

in the History major. 

Blackboard Great Ideas Mini-Grant, March 2008.  For producing instructional video on using 

Blackboard to create student web sites for class assignments. 

Duke University, Arts and Sciences Council Faculty Research Grant, July 2007 & July 2004. 

Duke University, Institute for Critical U.S. Studies Course Development Award, June 2005. 

Duke University Latino Studies Course Development Award, September 2002. 

Junior/Senior/General Faculty Research Award, California State University, Fullerton, June — 

August 2001 

Mrs, Giles Whiting Dissertation Fellowship in the Humanities, October 1998—September 1999.  

Henry Hart Rice Research Fellowship, Yale Center for International and Area Studies, January—

August 1998. 

Yale Center for International and Area Studies, Summer Research Grant, June—August 1995.  

Foreign Language and Area Studies (FLAS) Fellowship, US Department of Education, September 

1994—May 1995.  Training in Portuguese. 

University Fellowship, Yale University, September 1993—May 1995 and September 1996—May 

1998.  

 

CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION AND PRESENTATIONS 

Papers Presented to National and International Professional Organizations (selective) 

“La biografía feminista y el giro descolonial:  Concha Michel y las políticas de privilegio 

epistemológico,” XV Reunión Internacional de Historiadores de México, 17-20 October 2018, 

Universidad de Guadalajara. 

 “International Women’s Year.”  Roundtable participant, “Feminist Mobilizing for Global 

Commitments to the Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights of Women and Girls.”  

Berkshires Conference on Women’s History, 1-4 June 2017, Hofstra University. 

 “Una plaga de ‘marxistas’ con sueldo”:  Concha Michel y el problema de diferencia sexual.”  To 

be presented to the III Congreso de Historia Intelectual de América Latina, El Colegio de 

México, 8-11 November 2016, Mexico City. 

 “Performing Motherhood:  Concha Michel and the Politics of Mexican Maternalism.”  Presented 
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to the Southern Historical Association, 5-7 November 2010, Charlotte, NC. 

“A Cosmology for the Americas:  Concha Michel and the Challenge of Indigenism.”  Presented to 

the American Historical Association, San Diego, 7-11 January 2010. 

“‘Mi Universidad Fue el Mundo’:  Experiencia y universalismo en la biografía de Concha Michel.”  

Paper presented to the Congreso Internacional de Americanistas (biography symposium), 

Mexico City, 19-24 July 2009. 

“‘Matters of Importance and Transcendence’:  Sexuality and Human Rights at the 1975 

International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City.”  Presented to the Latin American 

Studies Association, Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), 11-14 June 2009. 

“Telling Stories:  Narrative Constructs of Authenticity and Identity in the Biography of Concha 

Michel.” Presented to the American Historical Association, New York City, 2-5 January 2009. 

 “Cold War Feminism:  The 1975 UN International Women’s Year Conference, Mexico City.”  

Presented to Berkshire Conference on Women’s History, University of Minnesota, 12-15 June 

2008. 

 “Imperial Spin Doctors:  Mass Media and the 1975 International Women’s Year Conference.”  

Presented to the Organization of American Historians, New York, NY, 28-31 March 2008. 

“’Family Is Not the Salvation’:  Debating Household Formations at the 1975 International 

Women’s Year Conference.”  Presented to the American Historical Association, Washington, 

D.C., 3-6 January 2008. 

 “Sexing It Up:  Mexican Populism under Lázaro Cárdenas and Luis Echeverría.”  Presented to 

the Latin American Studies Association, Montreal, 5-8 September 2007. 

 “You Only Talk about Lesbians and Prostitutes:  The Sexual Politics of Transnational Feminism 

at the 1975 United Nations International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City.” 

American Historical Association, Atlanta, Ga., 5-7 January 2007. 

 “‘The Cost of So Much Blood’:  Negotiating a Gendered Citizenship in Postrevolutionary 

Mexico.”  Berkshire Conference on Women’s History, 2-5 June 2005, Claremont, Calif. 

 “‘A Good and Valiant Compañera’:  Gender and Political Violence in Twentieth-Century 

Mexico.”  Conference on Latin American History, 7-9 January 2005, Seattle, Wash. 

 “Working the System:  Women, Gender, and Transnational Mexican Labor.”  Coordinating 

Committee on Women in the Historical Profession, 7-9 January 2005, Seattle, Wash. 

 “Imaginary Fears:  Gender, Violence, and Mass Media in Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  Latin 

American Studies Association, 6-8 October 2004, Las Vegas. 

“‘The Necessary and Immediate Task’:  The Popular Front and Mexican Welfare Policy.” 

Berkshire Conference on Women’s History, Storrs, Ct., 6-9 June 2002. 

 “Belaboring the Obvious:  State Policies toward Reproductive Labor in Postrevolutionary 

Mexico.”  American Historical Association, San Francisco, January 2002. 

“The Centered Periphery:  Women’s Organizing in Postrevolutionary Yucatán.”  Latin American 

Studies Association, Washington, D.C., 6-8 September 2001. 

“‘Without Legal Force but with Moral Force’:  Gender, Citizenship, and Collective Organizing in 

Cardenista Mexico.”  Latin American Studies Association, Miami, 16-18 March 2000. 

“Gender and Transition to Industrialization in the Mexican Textile and Clothing Industries, 1934-

1940.”  X Reunion of North American Scholars of Mexico, Forth Worth, 19-22 November 

1999. 

“Primordial Duties and Conscientious Motherhood:  Mobilizing Maternalist Discourses in 

Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  Berkshires Conference on the History of Women, Rochester, 4-6 

June 1999. 

“Engendering a Revolutionary Citizenship:  Mexican Women’s Leagues and the Organizing of a 
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Postrevolutionary Welfare State.”  Latin American Studies Association, Chicago, 24-26 

September 1998. 

“‘I Have Infinite Desires to Serve My Fatherland’:  Class, Gender, and the Struggle for Women’s 

Citizenship in Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  Pacific Coast American Historical Association, San 

Diego, 6 August 1998. 

“‘Awakening of the Feminine Consciousness’:  Women’s Political Organizing in Postrevolutionary 

Mexico.”  Canadian Historical Association, Ottawa, 31 May 1998. 

 

Papers Presented at Thematic Conferences (selective) 

“Post-Fordism without Ford:  Care and Capitalism in the Global South.” Presented to “Carework 

and the Hidden Labor of Capitalism,” Fordham University, 20-22 Oct 2022,  

“Bringing the Revolution Home:  Concha Michel and the Political Economy of Motherhood.” 

Presented to the conference “Culture, State, and Empire” celebrating the career of Gilbert M. 

Joseph, Yale University, 23 April 2022. 

“Lost in Translation:  International Women’s Year and the Languages of Transnational 

Feminisms.”  Presented to Languages of Internationalism Conference at Birkbeck, University 

of London, 24-26 May 2017. 

“International Women's Year and the Roots of NGOization.”  Presented to “A Revolutionary 

Moment:  Women’s Liberation in the late 1960s and early 1970s.” Presented at Boston 

University, 28-29 March 2014. 

 “What Kind of Animal Is an NGO?: Transnational Women’s Activism and the 1975 UN 

International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico.”  Presented to “Women of the World,” 

Université Paris 13, 18 November 2011. 

“Women’s Transnational Activism and Challenges to Development Policies.” Presented [in 

absentia] to “Shifting Visions of Development: International Organizations, Non-

Governmental Actors and the Rise of Global Governance, 1945-1990,” Jacobs University, 

Bremen (Germany), September 29-3, 2011. 

 “International Women’s Year and the Event of the Mexican Lesbian.”  Presented to the 

Conference on Lesbian and Gay Studies, City University of New York Graduate Center, 7-8 

October 2010. 

“We All Want to Change the World:  Contesting Mexican Feminism at International Women’s 

Year, Mexico City, 1975.”  Presented to “Nuevas Fronteras: New Trends and Transformations 

in Modern Mexican History,” Yale University, 5 June 2009. 

 “Globalizing Sisterhood:  International Women’s Year and the Limits of Identity Politics.”  

Presented to “The Global 1970s.” Harvard University, 9-10 October 2008. 

 “Half the World Is Wasted:  Development Strategies, Second-Wave Feminism, and the 

Commodification of Caring Labors.” Presented to “Workers, the Nation-State, and Beyond:  

The Newberry Conference on Labor History Across the Americas.”  Newberry Library, 

Chicago, 18-20 September 2008. 

“Star Power:  Disarming Cold War Politics at the 1975 International Women’s Year Conference.”  

Presented to “Peace Movements in the Cold War and Beyond:  An International 

Conference,” Cold War Studies Centre, London School of Economics, 31 January-2 February 

2008. 

“Cold War Politics and Cheap Cabaret: Feminism, Materialism, and Sexuality at the 1975 United 

Nations International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City.”  Presented to the 

Tepoztlán Institute for Transnational History, Tepoztlán, Mexico, 1-8 August 2007. 

“Living La Vida Activa: Productivism and Development at the 1975 International Women’s Year 
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Conference.”  Women and Work: Myths, Realities, and Representations, The City College 

Center for Worker Education, CUNY, 24 March 2007. 

“El feminismo es el ismo que une a todas: Feminismo mexicano en la Conferencia del Año 

Internacional de la Mujer, 1975.”  IV Coloquio Internacional de la Historia de Mujeres y de 

Género en México, El Colegio de Michoacán, Zamora (Mex.), 15-17 March 2007. 

“Borders and Bootstraps: Gender, Citizenship and Transnational Labor.”  Labouring Feminism 

and Feminist Working Class History in North America and Beyond, University of Toronto, 29 

September-2 October 2005. 

“Mueras y Mantanzas:  Spectacles of Terror and Violence in Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  

Rethinking Latin America’s Century of Revolutionary Violence, Yale University, 15-17 May 

2003. 

“Gender and Globalization in Historical Perspective.”  Closing remarks for the Harrington 

Symposium on Gender and Globalization, University of Texas, Austin, 12-13 April 2002. 

“The Center Cannot Hold:  Women on the Popular Front in Postrevolutionary Mexico.”  Las 

Olvidadas:  Gender and Women’s History in Postrevolutionary Mexico, Yale University, 11-13 

May 2001. 

“‘All Are Avowed Socialists”: Political Conflict and Women’s Organizing in Yucatán.”  A Country 

Unlike Any Other: New Perspectives on History in Yucatán, Yale University, 4-5 November 

2000. 

 “Miracle Workers:  Gender and State Mediation among Textile and Garment Workers in 

Mexico’s Transition to Industrial Development.”  Latin American Labor History Conference, 

Duke University, 28-29 April 2000. 

 “‘The Flowering of Authentic Femininity’:  Gender and Citizenship in Cardenista Mexico.”  

Solidarity:  The Social in Thought and Practice, New York University, 19 April 1999. 

“‘The Sentiment of the Nation’:  Women’s Movements in Post-Revolutionary Mexico.”  Graduate 

History Association Conference, Princeton University.  7 October 1995. 

 

Invited Lectures and Seminars (non-selective) 

“‘Another Development’:  Towards a Political Economy of Care.”  Paper presented to the 

Tepoztlán Institute for Transnational Studies (Tepoztlán, Mexico), July 2022. 

“Sexing Development:  South-based Women’s Networks and the Politics of Feminism,” 
Annual Public Lecture in Global Gender History for the Centre for Gender History, 

University of Glasgow, 25 May 2022. 

“Methodologies in Transnational History,” Master Class in Graduate Program in Gender History, 

Centre for Gender History, University of Glasgow, 26 May 2022. 

“Pensée décoloniale de genre au méxique.”  Paper presented to “Trafic de genre:  Usages 

politiques de la traduction dans et hors de l’université,” Laboratoire d’Études de Genre et de 

Sexualité-LEGS CNRS / Université Paris 8 / Université Paris Nanterre, dans le cadre de 

l’International Research Network (IRN) “World Gender : Traductions politiques et culturelles 

du genre et des études de genre,”12-14 April 2022 

“Decolonizing Development:  Transnational Women’s Networks and the Political Economy of 

Care,” Columbia University International History Workshop, 26 January 2022. 

“International Women’s Year:  Towards a Political Economy of Care.”  Keynote lecture delivered 

to” International Women’s Year in 1975 and the UN Decade for Women:  Reception, impact 

and legacies,” Universidad Complutense, Madrid, 20-21 May 2021. 



  Jocelyn OLCOTT 

  9 

“Encountering DAWN:  Global South Networks and the Civil Society Challenge to Neoliberalism 

in the United Nations.”  Paper presented to “Epistemologies of Care:  Rethinking Global 

Political Economy,” University of Amsterdam Law School, 4-5 December 2020. 

 “Latin American Women in a Globalizing World.”  Retirement symposium to honor Peter 

Winn, “Chile/Latin America and the Struggle for Social Justice in a Changing World,” Tufts 

University, 27 September 2019. 

“Encounters with a New DAWN:  Global South-Based Women’s Activism and the Geopolitics of 

Gender Mainstreaming.”  Ecole des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris, 28 June 2019. 

 “Urbanism and Feminism in Contemporary Latin America.”  Seminar at the Academy of Global 

Humanities and Critical Theory, University of Bologna, 25-27 June 2019. 

“Feminist Biography and the Decolonial Turn.”  University of California, San Diego, 21 May 

2019. 

“Overworked and Underemployed:  Accounting for Care in the Neoliberal Age.”  Seminar at the 

Academy of Global Humanities and Critical Theory, University of Bologna, 11-14 March 

2019.  

“Les soldates, suffragettes et ‘sex radicals’: les femmes, le genre et la révolution mexicaine.”  

Université de Fribourg, 25 April 2018. 

 “1970s Labor Feminism:  Organizing and Activism in the United States and Beyond,” Edinburgh 

University, 7 March 2018. 

 “Dissensus Feminism:  The Lessons of International Women’s Year.”   

Women’s History Month lecture, Rice University, 1 March 2018. 

“La biographie féministe et le virage décolonial: Concha Michel et la politique culturelle de la 

maternité mexicaine.”  Institut d’Études Politiques, Université de Bordeaux, 26 February 2018. 

“The Grounding of Transnational Feminisms.” Retirement conference of Professor Nancy F. Cott 

from Harvard University, 20-21 October 2017. 

“The Geopolitics of Feminism:  International Women’s Year, the United Nations, and the 

Globalization of Social Policy.”   

Lecture delivered to the Institut d’Études Politiques de Rennes, 1 February 2018. 

Mershon Center for International Security Studies, The Ohio State University, 2 February 

2017. 

“What Kind of Animal Is an NGO?:  Transnational Women’s Activism and the Legacies of 

International Women’s Year.”  Women and Girls Rising: Historical Reflections and Future 

Prospects, Ford Foundation, New York City, 11-12 September 2014. 

 “What Woman?:  The Challenge of Transnational Feminisms.” National Humanities Center, 6 

March 2014. 

Lecture delivered to University of South Carolina, 3-4 March 2014 (along with a seminar on 

“Transnational Feminist History and the 1970s”)  

Washington University (St. Louis), 11 October 2014 (along with a seminar on the digital 

humanities and the transnational turn). 

Delivered to the Duke Clinical Research Institute Diversity Lecture Series, 28 March 2019. 

 “Cosmopolitans, Internationalists, and ‘Visiting Lesbians’: Mexican Feminism Takes the 

Transnational Turn.”  University of Texas, Austin, 28 February 2014. 

“Subiendo la Nueva Ola:  el feminismo mexicano y las políticas del Año Internacional de la 

Mujer, 1975.”  Presented to El Colegio de Michoacán (Zamora), 2 August 2013. 

“Riding the New Wave:  Mexican Feminism and the Politics of International Women’s Year.”  

Presented to conference Roots of Democracy in Latin America, Yale University, 2-3 

December 2011. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dAh555dPRA
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“Infidelities:  International Women's Year and the Event of Transnational Feminism.”  Presented 

to Rutgers University History Department, 30 November 2011.  

“Soldiers, Suffragists & Sex Radicals:  Women, Gender and the Mexican Revolution.”  Presented 

to the University of Vermont Forum on Latin American Studies, 1 October 2010; Sarah 

Lawrence College, 4 October 2010; and Bates College 10 March 2011. 

“Transnationalizing Women’s Studies.”  Presented to University of Vermont Program in 

Women’s and Gender Studies, 30 September 2010. 

“Pulled from the Closet:  Marimachos, Visiting Lesbians, and the Politics of Sexuality at the 1975 

International Women’s Year Conference in Mexico City.” Presented to the New York City 

Latin American History Workshop, 29 January 2010. 

“Pulled from the Closet?:  International Women’s Year and the Event of the Mexican Lesbian.”  

Presented to the Program for Latin American Studies, Princeton University, 23 September 

2009. 

“‘So Far from God, So Close to the United States’:  Mexico and the Colossus to the North.”  

Presented to Latin America and North Carolina seminar, University of North Carolina at 

Chapel Hill, 24 March 2009. 

“Radicalesbians and Cheap Cabaret:  Sexuality and Political Performance at the 1975 UN 

International Women's Year Conference, Mexico City.”  Transnational Americas lecture 

series, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 12 March 2009. 

“‘A Battle within My Home’:  Productivism and Development at the Mexico City International 

Women’s Year Conference, 1975.”  Paper presented to Columbia University/New York 

University joint seminar on the United States and the Cold War, 29 February 2008, Columbia 

University. 

“Cold War Conflicts and Cheap Cabaret:  Performing Politics at the 1975 International Women’s 

Year Conference,” University of Newcastle, 5 February 2008. 

“The New Latin American Left in Historical Perspective: Reform or Revolt?” Sherman Emerging 

Scholar roundtable, University of North Carolina, Wilmington, 18 October 2007. 

“Oaxaca's Popular Insurgency: Moving Beyond Left and Right Politics,” University of North 

Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1 December 2006. 

“The State of Latin American Labor History,” Labor and Working-Class History Association, 16 

September 2005. 

“Fugitives and Fanatics:  The Power and the Glory,” University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 

Program in the Humanities and Human Values, “The Novels of Graham Greene:  Fiction and 

Film.”  5-6 December 2003. 

“From Party Girl to Organic Intellectual and Back Again:  The Cultural Politics of a Mexican 

Activist,” Clio Club, Fullerton, Calif., 29 November 2000. 

“Front Lines, Picket Lines, and Party Lines:  Women and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1940,” 

lecture series in Women’s Studies, Huntington Library, Pasadena, Calif., 11 November 2000. 

 

Papers Presented to Home Institution (non-selective) 

“The Decoloniality of Care.”  Presentation for the “Concepts of Care” session of Duke on 

Gender, 24 January 2020. 

 “Who Cares?:  Rethinking the Value of Love.”  Keynote lecture delivered at the annual Duke 

Feminist Theory Conference, 23 March 2019. 

 “What Happened at the Women’s March on Washington?”  Forum for Scholars and Publics, 

Duke University, 6 February 2017. 

“Transnational Feminism and the Decolonial Turn,” Duke on Gender Colloquium, 19 February 
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2016. 

 “Truthiness and Consequences: Biography, Concha Michel, and Telling Tales out of School.” 

Latin American Labor History Conference, Duke University, 2-3 October 2009. 

“‘They Wouldn’t Give Me a Name’:  Identification and Representation at the 1975 UN 

International Women's Year Conference, Mexico City."  Presented at the workshop “Beyond 

Borders: Mapping Shifting Terrains,” Duke University, 26 February 2009. 

“‘I Still Have to Keep Working’:  Labor, Internationalism, and the 1975 United Nations 

International Women's Year Conference in Mexico City.”  Latin American Labor History 

Conference, Duke University, 5-6 May 2006 

“The Global Village and the Pueblo Mundial:  Women, Gender, and Globalization in Latin 

American History.”  New Directions in Women’s History, Duke University, 31 March 2003. 

“Las Hijas de la Malinche:  Women’s Organizing and the Consolidation of the Postrevolutionary 

Mexican State.”  Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Fellows Conference, Yale University, 15-16 

May 1999. 

“‘Sing What the People Sing’:  Gender, Culture and Revolution in the Life and Philosophy of 

Concha Michel.” Council on Latin American Studies lecture series, Yale University, 6 

February 1997. 

“Reclaiming the Revolution.”  Second Yale University Graduate Symposium on Spanish and 

Portuguese Literatures, Yale University, February 25, 1995. 

 

Organizing Conferences and Conference Sessions 

Conference Organizer, “Visualizing Care:  Imaginaries and Infrastructures,” 12-14 May 2022, 

virtual conference. 

Conference Organizer, “Epistemologies of Care:  Rethinking Global Political Economy,” 4-6 

December 2019, University of Amsterdam. 

Symposium Organizer, “Social and Cultural History of Mexican Catholicism,” 18 October 2019, 

Duke University. 

Conference Organizer, “The Value of Love: Rethinking Economies of Care,” 4-5 April 2019, 

Duke University. 

Conference Organizer, “Aquí y Allá:  Migrations in Latin American History,” 2-3 May 2014, Duke 

University. 

Session Organizer, “Mexican Necropolitics? Roundtable on Thinking, Writing and Teaching 

about Violence,” Conference on Latin American History, 7-11 January 2010. 

Conference Organizer, “In First Person:  Biography and History in Latin America,” 2-3 October 

2009, Duke University. 

Conference Organizer, “Freedom Fighters:  Regime Change and U.S. Foreign Policy,” 7 

November 2008, Duke University 

Conference Organizer, “Labors of Love:  Domestic Work in Latin American Labor History,” 

Latin American Labor History Conference, 4-5 May 2007, Duke University.   

Session organizer, “Making a Killing:  Gender and Violence in Modern Mexico,” Latin American 

Studies Association, 6-8 October 2004, Las Vegas, NV. 

Conference Organizer, “Gender, Labor and the Transnational,” Latin American Labor History 

Conference, 30 April-1 May 2004, Duke University. 

Session organizer and chair, “New Directions in Latin American Gender History,” Conference on 

Latin American History, January 2003. 

Conference organizer, Harrington Symposium on Gender and Globalization, the University of 

Texas, Austin, 12-13 April 2002. 
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Session organizer, “Modern Love:  State Policies toward Reproductive Labor in Latin America,” 

Conference of the American Historical Association, San Francisco, Jan. 2002. 

Conference organizer for “Las Olvidadas:  Women and Gender in Postrevolutionary Mexico,” 

Yale University, 10-13 May 2001.  

 

Roundtables and Commentary  

Invited commentary on Manuel Chicharro Ramírez, “Las ligas fememinas ante el alcoholism y la 

salubridad en el México posrevolucionario, 1934-1946,” Seminario Interinstitucional Historia 

de Género y de las Sexualidades (El Colegio de México, El Colegio de Michoacán, El Colegio 

Mexiquense), 16 December 2022. 

Comment on AHA/CLAH panel, “Centering Women’s Activism in 20th-Century Cuba, 

Guatemala, and Nicaragua,” 26 February 2022, online. 

Invited comment on Jessica Frazier, “Developing Transnational Feminist Consciousness in the 

1970s,” presented to the Modern US History workshop, SUNY Binghamton, 19 November 

2021. 

Book presentation for Howard F. Cline Prize for Theodore Cohen’s Finding Afro-Mexico:  Race 

and Nation after the Revolution, LASA (virtual), 29 May 2021. 

Book presentation panel for Dorothy Sue Cobble, For the Many:  American Feminists and the 

Global Fight for Democratic Equality, Rutgers University (online event), 13 May 2021. 

Roundtable participant, “Where Did Gender and Sexuality Go? Conversations on Latin American 

History,” American Historical Association, 3-6 January 2020. 

Comment on panel “Constructions identitaires, approaches intellectuelles, race et questions 

mémorielles” for conference “De quoi l’esclavage est-il le nom (XVe-XXe siècle)” Nantes, 25-

28 June 2018. 

Chair and comment on panel as LASA, “1970s Latin American Feminisms and Their Legacies,” 

Barcelona, 25-27 May 2018. 

Chair and Comment on panel at AHA, “New Perspectives on Marriage and Courtship in Mexico,” 

Denver, 5-8 January 2017. 

Commentator on panels at LASA, “Lesbianas a la Vista: Five Decades of Mobilizing Identity and 

Politics,” New York City, 27-30 May 2016. 

Commentator on panels at LASA, “Modern Professions for Modern Latin American Women” 

and “Testing the Transformation:  Gender, Sexuality, and the Latin American Left,” San Juan, 

28-30 May 2015. 

Commentator on panel “Activismo, Teatro y Performance,” Instituto Tepoztlán de Estudios 

Trasnacionales (Mexico), 30 July 2013. 

Keynote panelist and commentator at VI Coloquio de Historia de Género y las Mujeres en 

México, El Colegio de México, 13-15 March 2013. 

Commentator for panel on biography, Conference on Latin American History/American 

Historical Association, Janury 2013. 

Presentation on Hispanic American Historical Review, LASA session on academic publishing, 23 

May 2012 and 29 May 2015. 

Commentator for Berkshires Conference on Women’s History panel, “Generations of Change: 

The United Nations International Women’s Conferences,” University of Massachusetts, 

Amherst, 9-11 June 2011. 

Commentator for Organization of American Historians panel, “The United States and the 

Americas,” Houston, 19 March 2011. 

Commentator for American Historical Association Panel, “Del Otro Lado: Critical Analyses Of 
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Mexican (Homo)Sexualities As History, From The Colonial Period To The Present,” Boston, 

6-9 January 2011. 

Commentator for American Historical Association panel, “Continental Passions: Latin American 

(Homo)Sexualities in the Modern Era,” San Diego, 7-11 January 2010. 

Commentator for Society of the History of American Foreign Relations panels “Non-

Governmental Actors in U.S.-Mexican Bilateral Relations:  New Visions” and “The Body 

Politic: Public Health and Women’s Bodies in the International Arena, 1970s-1990s,” Falls 

Church, Va., 25-27 June 2009. 

Commentator for Latin American Studies Association panel, “Cold War Stories: New Narratives 

of U.S.-Latin American Relations,” Rio de Janeiro, 10-13 June 2009. 

Commentator for Western Association of Women Historians panel, “Transnational Women’s 

Organizations, Feminisms, and Politics in North and Latin America,” University of Santa 

Clara, 30 April-3 May 2009. 

Commentator for American Historical Association Panel, “Mujeres Trabajadoras: Rethinking 

Women’s Role in the Workplace in Revolutionary Mexico, 1910–50,” Washington, DC, 3-6 

January 2008. 

Commentator for Latin American Studies Association Panel, “Gender, Ideology, and the 

Construction of National Identity in 20
th

 Century Argentina, Cuba, and Mexico,” Montreal, 6-8 

September 2007. 

Commentator for American Historical Association panel, “The Culture(s) of Women’s 

Liberation:  Ideological Construction in Second Wave Feminism,” Atlanta, 4-7 January 2007. 

Commentator for Conference on Latin American History panel, “Testing the Boundaries of 

‘Femininity’:  Mexican Working Women Reinterpret the Nation, 1910-1970,” Philadelphia, 5-

8 January 2006. 

Commentator for the Tercer Coloquio Internacional de Historia de Mujeres y de Género en 

México panel, “Mujeres de Izquierda/Women on the Left,” Salt Lake City, 21-24 September 

2005. 

Commentator for Organization of American Historians panel, “Animosity, Ambivalence, and 

Empire:  The United States and the Panama Canal,” San Francisco, March 31-April 2, 2005. 

Commentator for pre-LASA mini-conference, “Labor and Globalization: Assessing the State of the 

Field and a Proposing a New Research Agenda,” sponsored by Latin American Studies 

Association Labor Studies Section and the Ford-LASA Special Projects Fund, 6 October 2004, 

Las Vegas, NV. 

Commentator for II Coloquio de Historia de Mujeres y de Género en México, CIESAS-

Occidente (Guadalajara, Mexico), 5-7 September 2003. 

Commentator, Latin American Labor History Conference, Duke University, 3-4 May 2002. 

Session chair and commentator for conference of the Western Association of Women Historians, 

San Marino, Ca., 19-21 April 2002. 

Commentator for New England Latin American Studies Consortium conference, “Crossing the 

Urban Frontier:  New Directions in Latin American Studies,” 27 February 1999. 

 

TEACHING, MENTORING, AND ADVISING 

Undergraduate Courses (Duke University) 

Introduction to Contemporary Latin America (interdisciplinary gateway course for the 

certificate in Latin American and Caribbean Studies) 

Introduction to Critical U.S. Studies (interdisciplinary gateway course for the certificate 

program in Critical U.S. Studies) 
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Good Intentions:  Histories of Unintended Consequences (first-year seminar) 

Modern Latin America (lecture) 

Mexico since before Cortés (lecture) 

U.S. and Latin America since 1800 (lecture) 

Globalizing Law in the Americas (FOCUS seminar) 

Latino/a Identity in 20
th

-Century United States (research and writing seminar) 

Writing New York:  History through Fiction and Narrative Non-Fiction (Duke in New York 

course) 

Walking in the City:  New York Past and Present (Duke in New York course) 

Cold War in Latin America (capstone research seminar) 

Views from the South:  US Interventions in Latin America (capstone seminar requiring 

research based on Latin American sources) 

Regime Change and US Foreign Policy:  Latin America and Beyond (gateway seminar on 

historiography and historical methods for undergraduate majors) 

The Price of Sex: Gender and the Global Political Economy (gateway seminar on 

historiography and historical methods for undergraduate majors) 

Women and the Political Process (Gender, Sexuality & Feminist Studies class taught Fall 2020; 

students followed campaigns and produced documentary films.) 

 

Undergraduate Courses (pre-Duke) 

Race, Gender and Ethnicity in Latin America (lecture, California State University, Fullerton) 

Latin America since the Pre-Columbian Era (lecture, California State University, Fullerton) 

United States since 1877 (lecture, California State University, Fullerton) 

World Civilizations since 1500 (lecture, California State University, Fullerton) 

Sex and Gender in Latin America (research seminar, Yale University, Women’s Studies) 

 

Undergraduate Thesis & Capstone Advisement 

María Rentería (Non-disciplinary thesis, 2021), “El Violador Eres Tú:  Normalizations of Gender 

Violence in Contemporary Mexico” 

Caroline Johnson (History, 2021), “Casting a Revolution:  Radical Witches in 20
th

 Century 

America.” 

Alyson Díaz (Public Policy, 2020), “¿Feminicidio? Media Framing of Ciudad Juárez Feminicidios” 

Tyler Goldberger (History, 2019), “Historical Memory in Post-Franco Spain”  

Zarah Udwadia (VMS; advisor, Esther Gabara), “Understanding Gender Based Violence in 

Contemporary Mexico City through the Artistic Interventions of Lorena Wolffer,” served as 

committee member  

Meaghan Kachadoorian (inter-departmental major, 2016), “Radical Aesthetics:  Posters of the 

Chilean Solidarity Movement.”  Winner of the Oliver W. Koonz Human Rights Prize. 

Andrew Walker (History, 2011), “Contested Sovereignty: Haitian Politics and Protest in the Era of 

U.S. Occupation, 1915-1934.” 

Christienna Fryar (History, 2005), “‘Matters Merely Political:’ British Missionaries and the Politics 

of Jamaican. Apprenticeship Abolition, 1836-1838.”  Featured in Duke News 

(http://www.dukenews.duke.edu/2004/09/britishmissionaries_0904.html). 

Stephanie Miller (Comparative Area Studies, 2005), “The Political Economy of Indigenous 

Identity:  Intellectual Property and Bioprospecting in Peru.” 

Jeannette Osterhout (Comparative Area Studies, 2004), “Increasing Access to Resources and 

Support Networks for Ecuadorian Youth with Diabetes.” 
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Undergraduate Academic Advising 

Mellon-Mays advisor (María Rentería): May 2019— 

Comparative Area Studies/International Comparative Studies Advisor (January 2003 — July 

2016; August 2018—) 

History Department Advisor (September 2003 — present) 

Pre-Major Advisor (June 2003 – May 2004)  

 

Graduate Courses (Duke): 

HIST 701s:  Introduction to Historiography and Theory (core seminar) 

HIST 704s:  Portfolio Development for Preliminary Certification (core seminar) 

HIST 790s:  Mexico:  Colonial to Modern (readings seminar) 

HIST 890s:  Research in Gender History (research seminar) 

HIST 761s:  Modern Latin American Social and Political History (readings seminar) 

HIST 330/346 [old numbers]:  Sex and Gender in Latin America (readings seminar) 

HIST 790s:  Popular Mobilizations in Latin America (readings seminar) 

WS 360 [old number]:  The Future of the Feminist 1970s (Women’s Studies seminar) 

HIST 890s:  Contour Lines:  Research in Transnational History (research seminar) 

GSF 960s: Rethinking Economies of Care (readings seminar) 

 

Masters Theses Directed 

Defended: 

Jessica Malitoris (History, April 2015), “A Threat to Society: The UN Commission on the 

Status of Women on the Rights of Unwed Mothers, 1970-72 

Karla Paola Reyes (History, December 2013), “The Cultural Boundaries of Trade:  German 

Entrepreneurs in the Chiapan Coffee Industry, 1940-1994” 

 

Masters Theses Committees 

James Woodall (History, July 2022). 

Samuel Wallburn (History, April 2020). 

Liliane Delva (History, April 2017). 

Valerie Wade (History, April 2016), “Cultivating Smart and Good Girls:  The American Tract 

Society and Ideals for Black Women’s Education during Reconstruction” 

Michael Becker (History, April 2015), “Reading the Ballard’s Valley Plantation Inventories.” 

Judea Davis (JD/MA, April 2015), “Mass Incarceration:  How We Got Here.” 

Stephanie Pearl (JD/MA, April 2015), “Seduction’s Frustration of Legal, Social, and Judicial 

Relations in North Carolina: 1880–1920.” 

Reena Goldthree (History, December 2005), “‘Precious Links of a Mighty Chain’: Amy 

Jacques Garvey and the Politics of Pan-Africanism, 1944-1948.” 

Alejandro Velasco (History, December 2002), “The Hidden Injuries of Race: Democracy, 

Color, and Political Consciousness in Contemporary Venezuela.” 

 

Dissertations Directed 

Defended: 

Roberto Franco (History, September 2020), “Revolution in the Sheets: The Sexual Politics and 

Intimate Practices of the Mexican Left.” 

Winner of the Richmond Brown Dissertation Prize, Latin American and Caribbean 
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Section of the Southern Historical Association (2021). 

Currently an Assistant Professor at Kenyon College. 

Yuridia Ramírez (History, April 2018), “El Nuevo Bajío and the New South:  Race, Region, 

and Mexican Migration since 1980.” (Co-advised with Sarah Deutsch.) 

Currently an Assistant Professor at University of Illinois-Urbana-Champaign. 

Corinna Zeltsman (History, 2016), “Ink under the Fingernails:  Mexico City Printers and the 

Material Politics of Print, 1810-1910” 

Winner of the Richmond Brown Dissertation Prize, Latin American and Caribbean 

Section of the Southern Historical Association (2017). 

Winner of the prize for the best dissertation, awarded by the Nineteenth-Century Section 

of the Latin American Studies Association (2018). 

Currently an Assistant Professor at Princeton University. 

Vanessa Freije (History, April 2015), “Printing Politics:  Investigative Journalists, the Public, 

and Political Change in Mexico, 1950-1988.” 

Winner of the Latin American Studies Association Mexico section dissertation prize 

(2016)  

Winner of the American Journalism History Association’s Margaret A.  Blanchard 

Doctoral Dissertation Prize (2016). 

Currenlty an Associate Professor at the University of Washington. 

Katharine French-Fuller (History, 2012), “The Commercialization of Daily Life: A History of 

Domestic Cultures and Technologies in Post-1960 Argentina.” 

Currently Director of Community Research at Weber State University. 

 

In Progress: 

Martha Espinosa (entered 2017), “‘One Country, Two Destinies’: Family Planning, Social 

Sciences, and Medical Interventions in Cold War Mexico” 

Natalie Gasparowicz (entered 2017), “Catholic Counterculture:  Lived Catholicisms and the 

Contraceptive Pill in Mexico, 1969-1992” 

Sydney Marshall (entered 2018), “Sisters of Struggle:  Left Feminism, Transnational Networks, 

and Socialist Affect in Latin America, 1945-1996”  

LJ Brandli (entered 2019, co-advised with Pete Sigal), “The Modern Homosexual: 

Transgender Citizenship, Public Decency, and Belonging in Mid-to-late Twentieth Century 

Mexico” 

 

Ph.D. Students under Advisement (not yet ABD) 

Cris Culton (entered 2019, co-advised with Pete Sigal), Erica Neighbors (entered 2021). 

 

Dissertation Committees 

Defended: 

Anderson Hagler (Duke University, History, February 2022), “Curtailing Excess: The Excision 

of Idolatry, Magic, and Non-reproductive Sex in Colonial Mexico” (Pete Sigal, director). 

Michael Becker (Duke University, History) “The Rule of the Lash and the Rule of Law:  

Amelioration, Enslaved People’s Politics, and the Courts in Jamaica, 1780-1834” (Barry 

Gaspar, director). 

Farren Yero (Duke University, History, April 2020), “Bodies in Need of Saving: Medical 

Anthropology in the Mexican Enlightenment” (Pete Sigal, director). 
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Eladio Bobadilla (Duke University, History, April 2019) “‘One People without Borders’:  The 

Origins of the Mexican American Immigrant Rights Movement, 1954-1994” (Nancy 

MacLean, director). 

Jessica Malitoris (Duke University, History, March 2019) “Consenting for the Nation:  

Femininity, Marriage, and the Nation-State in the United Nations, 1956-1970” (Adriane 

Lentz-Smith, director). 

Angélica Castillo (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, History, August 2018), “Charros, 

Conservative Patriotism, and the Mexican State since 1920” (John Chasteen, director). 

Claire Payton (Duke University, History, March 2018) “The City and the State: Construction 

and the Politics of Dictatorship in Haiti (1957-1986)” (Laurent Dubois, director). 

Ashley Elrod (Duke University, History), “Waste Not:  Criminalizing Wastefulness in Early 

Modern Germany” (Tom Robisheaux, director, April 2017). 

Benjamin D. Reed (University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, History, March 2016), 

“Devotion to Saint Philip Neri in Colonial Mexico City” (Cynthia Radding, director). 

Lucinda Grinnell (University of New Mexico, History, October 2013), “‘Lesbianas Presente’:  

Lesbian Activism, Transnational Alliances, and Cold War Politics in Mexico City, 1968-

1991” (Elizabeth Q. Hutchison, director). 

Bryan Pitts (Duke University, History, April 2013), “The Inadvertent Opposition: The São 

Paulo ‘Political Class’ and the Demise of Brazil’s Military Regime, 1968-1985” (John D. 

French, director). 

Holly Worthen (UNC, Geography, August 2012), “The Presence of Absence: Indigenous 

Migration, a Ghost Town, and the Remaking of Communal Systems in Oaxaca, Mexico” 

(Wendy Wolford, director). 

Elizabeth Shesko (Duke University, History, July 2012), “Conscript Nation:  Negotiating 

Authority and Belonging in the Bolivian Barracks,1900-1950.”  (John D. French, director) 

Ryan Jones (University of Illinois, Urbana-Champagne, June 2012), “‘Estamos en Todas 

Partes:’ Modernization, Urbanization, and the Homosexual Mediation of Mexican 

Citizenship, 1920-1990.” (Nils Jacobsen, director) 

Kristin Wintersteen (Duke University, History, December 2011), “Fishing for Food and 

Fodder: The Transnational Environmental Politics of Fishmeal in Chile and Peru, 1960-

1998” (John D. French, director). 

Reena Goldthree (Duke University, History, September 2011), “Shifting Loyalties: War and 

the Gendered Politics of Patriotism in the British Caribbean, 1900-1938” (John D. French, 

director). 

Mike Huner (University of North Carolina, History, August 2011), “Words of the Father, 

Songs of the Faithful: Popular Politics, Nationalism, and War in Nineteenth-Century 

Paraguay” (John Chasteen, director). 

Enver Casimir (University of North Carolina, History, May 2009), “Champion of the Patria: 

Kid Chocolate, Athletic Achievement and the Significance of Race in Cuban National 

Aspiration, 1928-1938” (Louis Pérez, director). 

Alejandro Velasco (Duke University, History, April 2009), “From Democratic Revolution to 

Massacre in Venezuela: Urban Popular Consciousness and the Emergence of the 

Multitude in Caracas, 1958-1989” (John D. French, director). 

Lisi Lotz (University of North Carolina, History, December 2008), “The Cosmopolitan in 

Transition:  Negotiating Gender in Cuba, 1919-1929” (Louis Pérez, director). 

Heather Marshall (Duke University, History, May 2008), “A Fighting Chance:  Constructing 

the Marine Corps’ Institutional Identity, 1845-1940” (Alex Roland, director). 
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Ivonne Wallace-Fuentes (Duke University, History, December 2006), “Becoming Magda 

Portal: Poetry, Gender, and Revolutionary Politics in Lima, Perú, 1920-1930” (John D. 

French, director). 

Guadalupe García (University of North Carolina, History, June 2006), “Beyond the Walled 

City:  Urban Expansion in and Around Havana, 1828-1909” (Louis Pérez, director). 

Thomas Rogers (Duke University, History, July 2005), “The Deepest Wounds: The Laboring 

Landscape of Sugar in Northeastern Brazil” (John D. French, director). 

Adriana Brodsky (Duke University, History, April 2004), “The Contours of Identity: 

Sephardic Jews and the Construction of Jewish Identities in Argentina, 1880 to the 

Present” (Daniel James, director).  

Dominique Brégent-Heald (Duke University, History, April 2004), “Pop Goes the Border:  

Cinematic Visions of the North American Borderlands, 1929-1960” (John H. Thompson, 

director). 

Joann Pavilack (Duke University, History, April 2002), “‘Black Gold in the Red Zone’: Social 

and Political Insurgency in Chilean Coal Mining Communities from the Popular Front to 

the Advent of the Cold War” (John D. French, director).  

 

In Progress: 

Nova Déjardin (Duke, History), Pete Sigal, director. 

Edrea Mendoza (University of New Mexico, History) “‘Planificar es cuestión de querer’: Sex 

Education, Family Planning, and Women’s Bodily Autonomy in Cold War Mexico” 

(Elizabeth Hutchison, director). 

Natali Moreira (Universidade de São Paulo & King’s College, London; International Relations) 

“The Politics of Women’s Rights at the United Nations: A Transnational Diplomatic 

History of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against 

Women (1974-1979)" 

Jacqueline Allain (Duke University, History) “Birthing Imperial Citizens: Natal Politics in 

Martinique, 1830-1900” (Laurent Dubois, director). 

Garrett McKinnon (Duke University, History) “Man? and Machine:  Violence, Masculinity, 

and Machine Substitution in United States War Making, 1920-2010” (Dirk Bonker, 

director). 

William Sharman (Duke University, History) “Moral Politics:  Humanitarianism and the Third 

World in West Germany, 1945-1989” (Dirk Bonker, director). 

Emily Jordan Taylor (UNC-Chapel Hill, History), “‘We have made the Government 

Tremble:’ Gender and Ethnicity in the Guatemalan Popular Movement, 1976-1996” 

(Miguel LaSerna, director). 

Kristina Williams (Duke University, History) “Anticipating Freedom: Slave Resistance, 

Amelioration, and Emancipation in Barbados, 1816-1838” (Barry Gaspar, director). 

 

DEPARTMENTAL, INSTITUTIONAL, AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE  

Service to the History Department 

Anne Firor Scott Prize Committee, April 2022. 

Colloquium Committee, July 2018—April 2019. 

Director of Undergraduate Studies, July 2010 — June 2013. 

Associate Chair, September 2008 — July 2009. 

Member, Graduate Committee, September 2003 — May 2004, September 2008 — May 2009 

and September 2015—May 2016, September 2018—May 2019. 
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Graduate Curriculum Review Committee, Chair, Spring 2009. 

Honors Thesis Committee, April 2007 and April 2015. 

Co-convener of Working Group in Feminism and History, Duke-UNC graduate-faculty 

working group, September 2002 — May 2005. 

Organizer, Women’s History Month, March 2004 (series of speakers and workshops on using 

gender as an analytical category). 

Co-convener of Women’s History Month series, March 2003. 

Member, Speakers Fund Committee, September 2005 — July 2007. 

 

Service to Gender, Sexuality and Feminist Studies (formerly Women’s Studies) 

Director, July 2019—June2022. 

Anne Firor Scott Fellowship Committee, April 2011, April 2012, April 2013. 

Seminar convener, Feminist Theory Conference, 2012, 2013, 2017. 

Commentator, Feminist Theory Conference, 2009 & 2016. 

Member, Ernestine Friedl Graduate Research Award selection committee, March 2009. 

Member, Duke-London School of Economics project to internationalize women’s studies 

curricula (December 2003). 

 

Service to the Center for Latin American and Caribbean Studies 

Co-convener (with Florence Babb) of Duke-UNC Working Group on Rethinking Latin 

American Intersectionalities, August 2015—May 2017. 

Mellon Visiting Professorship Selection Committee, February-March 2017. 

UNC-Duke Latin American Studies Consortium Executive Committee, September 2002 — 

July 2006. 

Latin American Studies Curriculum Coordinator, Duke University, September 2003 — July 

2006. 

Duke Council on Latin American and Caribbean Studies, September 2002 — present. 

Mellon Visiting Professorship Advisory Committee, May 2003 — April 2006. 

Mellon Undergraduate Research Grants Award Committee, March 2004, April 2006, March 

2009. 

Duke in the Andes Advisory Committee, April 2004 — June 2006. 

 

Service to International and Comparative Studies 

Member, Deonte Harris renewal committee, Spring 2022. 

Member, International and Comparative Studies Program Committee, September 2012 —July 

2016; July 2018 —. 

Guest lecturer, ICS 195, 8-12 April 2013. 

Search Committee, International and Comparative Studies, October 2012 — March 2013. 

 

Service to Latino/a Studies 

Steering Committee, Latino/a Studies, September 2008 —. 

Selection Committee, Latino/a Studies postdoctoral fellow, June 2009, May 2017, February 

2020. 

 

Service to the Institute for Critical U.S. Studies 

Steering Committee, September 2004 — July 2007. 

Developed and co-taught, with Wahneema Lubiano (Literature/AAAS), gateway course for 
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pending certificate program. 

Participant in “Articulating ‘Americas Studies’” workshop on revising curricula and research in 

critical North American Studies at University of Toronto, 17-20 November 2005. 

Convener, faculty/graduate student seminar, “The Other American Century:  A Modern 

History of U.S. Repression,” Institute for Critical U.S. Studies, 2004-05. 

Organizer, Speaker Series (2004-5), Franklin Humanities Institute’s “Risky Knowledge” 

Programming:  Jeffrey Rubin (Boston University), Corey Robin (Brooklyn College), Kate 

Doyle (National Security Archive), Ellen Schrecker (Yeshiva University), Temma Kaplan 

(Rutgers University), Joshua L. Miller (University of Michigan). 

 

Other University Service 

Member, Franklin Humanities Institute advisory board, September 2019—. 

Member, Executive Committee of the Graduate Faculty, August 2018—May 2019. 

Member, Editorial Advisory Board, Duke University Press, August 2012 —July 2016; August 

2018 —. 

Member, Faculty Hearing Committee, July 2010 —June 2016. 

Member, Honorary Degrees Committee, September 2012—March 2015. 

Member, Library Committee, September 2014 — July 2017. 

Member, Sallie Bingham Center prize committee, January 2005 and March 2016. 

Member, Parking & Transportation Committee, July 2012—June 2016. 

Member, Duke Performances Faculty Advisory Committee, September 2015 — present. 

Member, Academic Council, April 2010-May 2011, April 2012 — May 2017. 

Steering Committee, Duke Human Rights Center, January 2008 — July 2012. 

Interviewer for Fulbright candidates, Duke University, October 2002, August 2005, September 

2008. 

Director, Global Americas FOCUS Program, Fall 2004. 

 

Other Professional Service: 

Carework Network Steering Committee, 2022-. 

Chair, book prize committee, 2021-2, Howard F. Cline Prize for the best book in Mexican 

history in English or Spanish, Latin American Studies Association (for 2022 conference). 

Nominating Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 2021. 

Reviewer, Institut d’Études Avancées— Nantes fellowship proposals, 2017-2022. 

Reviewer, Franklin Research Grant proposals, American Philosophical Society, January 2019. 

Member, International Advisory Board, Mexican Intelligence Digital Archives (MIDAS). 

Member, book prize committee, 2017, Howard F. Cline Prize for the best book in Mexican 

history in English or Spanish, Latin American Studies Association (for 2018 conference). 

Chair, 2016 Bolton-Johnson Book Prize Committee, Conference on Latin American History, 

for prize awarded annually for the best English-language book on any aspect of Latin 

American History. 

Program Committee, Latin American Studies Association conference (2016), co-chair of 

Genders, Feminisms & Sexualities track. 

Program Committee, Latin American Studies Association conference (2012), co-chair of 

History track. 

Reviewer, National Endowment for Humanities, documentary film proposals, Spring 2011. 

Program Committee, Berkshire Conference on Women’s History (2011), subcommittee on 

politics and the state. 
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Chair, Mexican Studies Committee of Conference on Latin American History (CLAH, AHA 

affiliate), January 2009-January 2010; co-chair January 2010-January 2011. 

Chair, CLAH Prize Committee for best article published in a journal other than the Hispanic 

American Historical Review or The Americas for 2008 (presented at the 2010 conference 

of the American Historical Association. 

Member, mesa directiva [four-member governing board] of the Red Internacional de Historia 

de Género en México [International Network for Mexican Gender History]. 

Member, Program Committee for CLAH for 2007 conference of the American Historical 

Association. 

Member, advisory collective, Tepoztlán Institute for Transnational History, 2005 — 2009. 

 

Personnel Reviews 

Brown University 

Dartmouth University  

Harvard University 

Kansas State University 

Louisiana State University 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Northwestern University 

Pace University 

Stanford University 

SUNY Albany 

SUNY Buffalo  

University of California-Berkeley 

University of California-Los Angeles 

University of Florida 

University of Houston 

 

Journals and University Presses  

Editorial board, IRN “World Gender” Dictionnaire du genre en traduction, September 2019—

. 

Senior Editor, Hispanic American Historical Review, July 2012 —June 2017. 

Editorial Board, Journal of Women’s History, July 2015—December 2019.  

International Advisory Board, History of Women in the Americas, May 2012 —. 

Advisory Board, Women and Social Movements International, January 2010 —. 

Editorial Committee, Labor, June 2009—June 2012. 

Contributing Editor, Labor, August 2006—August 2009. 

Manuscript reviewer, Duke University Press, Routledge, University of Nebraska Press, 

University of North Carolina Press, University of Texas Press. 

Journal referee:  American Historical Review, Australian Feminist Studies, East Central 
Europe, Gender & History, Hispanic American Historical Review, Journal of Latin 

American Studies, Journal of Social History, Journal of Women’s History, Latin American 

Research Review, Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, Radical History Review, Signos 

Históricos, Signs, Social Science History 

 

MEMBERSHIP IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

American Historical Association, Conference on Latin American History, Latin American Studies 
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Association, Berkshires Conference on Women’s History, International Studies 

Association, Society for the History of American Foreign Relations. 

 

MEDIA APPEARANCES 

“In Harris’ husband, men have an example of working the supportive role,” WRAL, 11 

November 2020. ( https://www.wral.com/in-harris-husband-men-have-an-example-of-working-

the-support-role/19381135/ 

Interviewed for the podcast “Give and Take,” 3 December 2017 

(https://giveandtake.fireside.fm/68). 

 “Conversations with Scholars” at the Durham County Public Library, 21 September 2017. 

Interviewed on “Women’s Media Center Live with Robin Morgan,” aired 5 November 2017 

(http://www.womensmediacenter.com/wmclive/wmc-live-227-jocelyn-olcott-shazia-rafi-original-

airdate-11-5-2017-2). 

Interviewed on “Feminist Magazine” (KPFK), 19 September 2017 

(http://feministmagazine.org/2017/09/fm-sept-19/). 

Reading, Regulator Bookshop, 31 August 2017. 

Interviewed for podcast “New Books Network,” 25 August 2017 

(http://newbooksnetwork.com/jocelyn-olcott-international-womens-year-the-greatest-

consciousness-raising-event-in-history-oxford-up-2017/). 

Interviewed on “The State of Things” (WUNC), 21 July 2017 (http://wunc.org/post/how-women-s-

rights-conference-became-known-greatest-consciousness-raising-event-history). 

Interviewed on “Talkies” (KPFA), 29 June 1917 (https://kpfa.org/episode/talkies-june-29-2017/). 

Interviewed for podcast “Give and Take,” 22 June 2017 (https://giveandtake.fireside.fm/32). 

Interviewed on “The State of Things” (WUNC) about the “Day without a Woman,” 8 March 

2017 (http://wunc.org/post/north-carolina-women-take-day-part-global-strike). 

Interviewed on WCHL about the “Day without a Woman,” 8 March 2017. 

 “On 70
th

 anniversary, UN must focus on migrant, refugee crisis,” op-ed in Raleigh News & 
Observer, 26 June 2015. 

Cited in “Nomination Paves New Path in Mexico,” New York Times, 7 February 2012, A-12. 

Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman, 30 October 2007, interviewed regarding election of 

Cristina Fernández de Kirchner as president of Argentina. 

 

LANGUAGES 

Spanish (fluent), French (intermediate), Portuguese (reading), Italian (reading). 

 

Updated December 2020. 

 

http://newbooksnetwork.com/jocelyn-olcott-international-womens-year-the-greatest-consciousness-raising-event-in-history-oxford-up-2017/)
http://newbooksnetwork.com/jocelyn-olcott-international-womens-year-the-greatest-consciousness-raising-event-in-history-oxford-up-2017/)
http://wunc.org/post/how-women-s-rights-conference-became-known-greatest-consciousness-raising-event-history)
http://wunc.org/post/how-women-s-rights-conference-became-known-greatest-consciousness-raising-event-history)
https://giveandtake.fireside.fm/32
http://wunc.org/post/north-carolina-women-take-day-part-global-strike)

	Commentator on panels at LASA, “Modern Professions for Modern Latin American Women” and “Testing the Transformation:  Gender, Sexuality, and the Latin American Left,” San Juan, 28-30 May 2015.
	Commentator on panel “Activismo, Teatro y Performance,” Instituto Tepoztlán de Estudios Trasnacionales (Mexico), 30 July 2013.
	Commentator for Berkshires Conference on Women’s History panel, “Generations of Change: The United Nations International Women’s Conferences,” University of Massachusetts, Amherst, 9-11 June 2011.
	Commentator for Organization of American Historians panel, “The United States and the Americas,” Houston, 19 March 2011.
	Commentator for American Historical Association Panel, “Del Otro Lado: Critical Analyses Of Mexican (Homo)Sexualities As History, From The Colonial Period To The Present,” Boston, 6-9 January 2011.
	Modern Latin America (lecture)
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