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Illegal Enslavement, Labor, and Citizenship in 

Nineteenth-Century Brazil

“Brazil has one of the highest prison populations in the world – it comes 
third, after the US and China. Adopting a micro-global approach, 
Policing Freedom masterfully connects the history of prisons with 
the crisis of slavery and the transformations in labor regimes in the 
Atlantic world during the nineteenth century.”

Sidney Chalhoub, Harvard University

“In this tenaciously researched and haunting study of ‘slavery’s afterlives 
in punishment,’ Martine Jean tells the stories of those confined in Rio 
de Janeiro’s first modern-style penitentiary. Rio’s Casa de Correção 
was an urban construction site, a social experiment, a warehouse 
of people, and ultimately, Jean shows, a crucible for post-abolition 
society.”

Amy Chazkel, Columbia University

“This book is an invaluable contribution to the study of police and 
political control of the popular classes, mainly but not only Africans and 
Afrodescendants, in the largest slaving city of the Atlantic basin, Rio 
de Janeiro. It combines with originality a discussion of the end of the 
transatlantic slave trade, the decline of slavery, and the formation of 
an immense, modern prison complex aimed at maintaining seignorial 
dominion.”

João José Reis, Federal University of Bahia  
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Rugendas. (Photo by © Historical Picture Archive/
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“This book is essential reading for any social scientist 
working on Brazil; an up-to-date, data-based history 
emphasizing demography and economy from earliest 
times to the present that does not avoid discussion 
of the social and political implications of that nation’s 
history and its emergence as a global power.”
Stuart B. Schwartz, Yale University

This book is the first modern survey of the economic and 
social history of Brazil from early man to today. Drawing 
from a wide range of qualitative and quantitative data, 
it provides a comprehensive overview of the major 
developments that defined the evolution of Brazil. 
Beginning with the original human settlements in  
pre-Columbian society, it moves on to discuss the 
Portuguese empire and colonization, specifically the 
importance of slave labor, sugar, coffee and gold in 
shaping Brazil’s economic and societal development. 
Finally, it analyzes the revolutionary changes that 
have occurred in the past half century, transforming 
Brazil from a primarily rural and illiterate society to 
an overwhelmingly urban, literate and industrial 
one. Sweeping and influential, Herbert S. Klein and 
Francisco Vidal Luna’s synthesis is the first of its kind 
on Brazil.

HERBERT S. KLEIN is Gouverneur Morris Professor 
Emeritus of History at Columbia University, the former 
director of the Center of Latin American Studies and 
Professor of History, Stanford University. Specializing 
in the social, demographic and economic history of 
Latin America, he has published over thirty books 
and 190 articles in several languages.

FRANCISCO VIDAL LUNA is Professor of Economics 
in the Faculty of Economics and Administration (FEA) at 
the Universidade de São Paulo. He served as Secretary 
of Planning in the state government of São Paulo. He 
is co-author (with Herbert S. Klein) of numerous books 
on Brazil and has published over thirty-five articles in 
English and Portuguese.

Cover image: Panoramic view of Rio de Janeiro 
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“The history of oil is full of criminality, corruption, authoritarianism, 
violence, and frustrations. In Ecuador, it caused profound metamorphosis, 
and its Amazon, for more than half a century, transformed into a madhouse 
of multiple destructions. In great depth, Maximilian Fritz Feichtner sheds 
light on this history.” 
Alberto Acosta, former President of the National Constituent Assembly  
of Ecuador

“In a time that seems trapped in its dependence on fossil fuels,  
Maximilian Fritz Feichtner brings us back to the history of oil extraction  
in the Ecuadorian Amazon. Indigenous people, workers, and corporations  
blend their memories with the non-human nature of the Amazon.  
The result is a toxic legacy still embedded into the ecologies of oil 
extraction. A much-needed work for everyone who wants to see how oil  
has entered the history and ecology of the planet.” 
Marco Armiero, Autonomous University of Barcelona

“A meaningful contribution to the environmental humanities,  
this book offers an interdisciplinary exploration of the social, cultural, 
and environmental transformations that oil wrought in the Ecuadorian 
Amazon. Eschewing simple binaries, treating non-human actors as  
agents, and taking Ecuadorian oil workers seriously as historical figures, 
Feichtner sheds light on the complex dynamics through which Texaco  
and its subcontractors advanced their project of extraction in the RAE,  
and contemplates the wreckage they left behind.”
Rebecca Herman, University of California, Berkeley

Cover image: Green Merge (2017)  
by Max Heimann.
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About the Series
Latin American politics and society are at 
a crossroads, simultaneously confronting 
serious challenges and remarkable 
opportunities that are likely to be shaped 
by formal institutions and informal 
practices alike. The Elements series on 
Politics and Society in Latin America offers 
multidisciplinary and methodologically 
pluralist contributions on the most 
important topics and problems 
confronted by the region.

Este Element analiza las características de los movimientos feministas 
actuales en América Latina y sus respuestas a las reacciones 
conservadoras. Para ello, nos enfocamos específicamente en el 
movimiento proaborto frente al contramovimiento antiaborto 
en México y Brasil. Para analizar los efectos potenciales de los 
movimientos ofrecemos un enfoque relacional que abarca tanto 
la dinámica dentro del propio campo feminista, como entre el 
feminismo y el Estado. En primer lugar, proponemos el concepto 
de redes feministas anidadas. Las redes anidadas comprenden tres 
dimensiones que revelan la pluralidad del movimiento a través 
de: cuestiones interseccionales y de identidad sexual (dimensión 
horizontal), de su relación con el Estado multifacético (vertical) y 
de la intermediación de los partidos políticos y las instituciones 
participativas en esta relación (intermedia). En segundo lugar, 
argumentamos que las redes anidadas permiten a las feministas tanto 
habilitar políticas como bloquear acciones de los conservadores. 
En resumen, exploramos cómo las feministas, aprovechando su 
pluralidad interna y su conexión con el Estado, pueden contrarrestar 
los ataques conservadores.
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ISSN 2515-5253 (online)
ISSN 2515-5245 (print)

Gisela Zaremberg 
and Debora Rezende 
de Almeida

Feminismos en 
América Latina

Politics and Society 
in Latin America

THE CAMBRIDGE HISTORY OF
LATIN AMERICAN LAW IN GLOBAL PERSPECTIVE

E DI T E D BY THOMAS DUVE AND TAMAR HERZOG

Covering the precolonial period to the present, The Cambridge History of Latin 
American Law in Global Perspective provides a comprehensive overview of Latin 

American law, revealing the vast commonalities and differences within the continent 
as well as entanglements with countries around the world. Bringing together experts 
from across the Americas and Europe, this innovative treatment of Latin American 
law explains how law operates across different historical settings, introduces a wide 

variety of sources of legal knowledge, and focuses on law as a social practice. It 
sheds light on topics such as the history of indigenous peoples’ laws, the significance 

of religion in law, Latin American independencies, national constitutions and 
codifications, human rights, dictatorships, transitional justice and legal pluralism, 

and a broad panorama of key aspects of the history of statehood and law. This title 
is also available as Open Access on Cambridge Core. 

THOMAS DUVE is a director at the Max Planck Institute for Legal History and 
Legal Theory, and Professor of Comparative Legal History at Goethe University, 
Frankfurt. An expert in European and Latin American legal history, he specializes  

in the history of law and religion in a global perspective.

TAMAR HERZOG is the Monroe Gutman Professor of Latin American Affairs at 
Harvard University and an affiliated faculty member at the Harvard Law School. 
She is a legal historian of Spain, Portugal, and their overseas territories, having 

worked on colonial administration, penal justice, scribes, citizenship, land  
rights, and territorial conflicts.
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This title is also available as Open Access on  

Cambridge Core at www.cambridge.org/core
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of the Self in New Spain, 1513–1641
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“Nino Vallen has written an indispensable study about how the Spanish 

transpacific expansion into Asia from New Spain radically impacted the 

fashioning of socially mobile identities. Well sourced, convincingly argued, 

and nuanced, it reveals that the rise of the notion of the colonial ‘deserving 

self’ is intrinsically tied to conflicting ideas of the literal and figurative place 

of Mexico as ‘the heart of the world.’”

Christina Hyo-Jung Lee, Professor of Spanish and Portuguese, 

Princeton University

“The waves of Spanish exploration that crashed across the South Sea after  

the conquest of Tenochtitlán were not just echoes of that foundational  

event. In this deft study, Nino Vallen demonstrates that they played a crucial 

role in the ongoing development of creole society in New Spain. A must-read  

for anyone interested in the role played by the Pacific in colonial 

Spanish America.”

Ricardo Padrón, author of The Indies of the Setting Sun: How Early Modern 

Spain Mapped the Far East as the Transpacific West

“The men in this important book fought in wars, arranged transpacific 

shipments, adjudicated criminal cases, compiled reports, and more. 

Military and administrative competency warranted royal favor. Nino Vallen 

delves into the interior lives of imperial agents to shed new light on the 

meritocratic ideals of the Spanish Habsburg empire.”

Tatiana Seijas, author of Asian Slaves in Colonial Mexico: From Chinos 

to Indians 
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Empowering Labor
Leftist Approaches to Wage Policy 

in Unequal Democracies

Juan A. Bogliaccini

Bogliaccini
Em

powering Labor

Empowering Labor uses a comparative study of Chile, Portugal, and 
Uruguay to analyze the underlying political dynamics that shape the use 
of wage policy as a pre-distributive instrument of leftist parties in power 
in unequal democracies. The book theorizes that the unity of the Left and 
labor’s political legitimacy are two main drivers for relating on wage policy 
as a pre-distributive instrument for promoting inclusion. These factors 
are shaped by elite long-term strategies towards labor. Such strategies, 
when dominant for long-enough periods, create path dependency, shaping 
differential opportunities for further options down the road. The book 
integrates large-scale historical processes with frequently analyzed  
short-term and agency-based factors to elucidate variation in the crafting 
of wage policies and reshapes the debate on the politics of pre-distribution 
in unequal democracies by situating the cases in a longer historical arc.

Juan A. Bogliaccini is Professor of Political Science and Dean of the 
Graduate School at Universidad Católica del Uruguay (UCU). He has 
published in academic journals and edited volumes on comparative politics 
and political economy. He is author of Twittarquía: la política de las redes en 
Uruguay (2020).
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